
From: Linda Naas
To: APC; Jesse Pohlman
Cc: Andy Cook; Robert Horkay; Steve Hoover; Rob Stokes; John Dippel; Jim Ake; Bob Smith; Cindy Spoljaric
Subject: Fw: 1309-CPA-02 Public Hearing 09/03/13
Date: Tuesday, September 10, 2013 9:07:34 PM
Attachments: Part 032812 Road Impact Fee ZI Plan.pdf

To continue our comments on this subject, please refer to the few pages we have copied out of the
Westfield Road Impact Fee Zone Improvement Plan dated 3/28/12, barely over a year ago. 

161st Street, a Secondary Arterial , is now being upgraded to a Primary Arterial 1, with no new traffic
studies.  

This is a considerably wider street design requiring significantly more land to be acquired.  
The 3/28/12 report estimated traffic out to 2021.  
This plan was based on knowing and projecting traffic counts based on the US31 improvements.  
The newly designed underpass at 156th Street will lower the traffic counts on 161st Street not raise
them.  
There is no data that projects increases beyond what this above mentioned Plan projects.
Previously we asked that Westfield not change street classifications without actual traffic counts.
 (see email below)

On a side note but important, please ask about the proposed street design on 161st Street, as it appears
that this street will not follow the center of the road when widened but will widen to the north affecting
multiple properties and NOT affecting Pulte's Viking Meadows or possible Springs and Enclave PUD.
 Since much of the added traffic is to support Pulte properties, why is the increasing amount of property
taken for streets being taken from everyone but Pulte  This design needs to change. 

This plan was promoted for the Grand Park, there is no need for a change to 161st Street. 

We don't believe anything has changed from last year to substantiate this upgrade. 

 SUGGESTION:  Amend this 1309-CPA-02  by removing the upgrade classification of 161st Street
west of Hwy US31. 

                Pages including traffic counts, estimated costs and construction schedules 

----- Forwarded by Linda Naas/LogicKeyMail on 09/10/2013 07:34 PM ----- 

From:        Linda Naas/LogicKeyMail 
To:        apc@westfield.in.gov, jpohlman@westfield.in.gov 
Cc:        Andy Cook <acook@westfield.in.gov>, Robert  Horkay <rhorkay@westfield.in.gov>, shoover@westfield.in.gov,

rstokes@westfield.in.gov, jdippel@westfield.in.gov, jake@westfield.in.gov, bsmith@westfield.in.gov, cspoljaric@westfield.in.gov 
Date:        09/03/2013 03:37 PM 
Subject:        1309-CPA-02  Public Hearing 09/03/13 

Jesse Pohlman, Senior Planner, and Westfield APC members, 

I submit this to the APC and ask that you read it at tonight's (9/3/13) meeting in my
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absence.  I have a previous commitment. 

Linda Naas 
161st Street Neighbors 

  
How thoroughly have you reviewed this amendment? Is there Council support of this? I know it was
presented at Council. 

SUGGESTION: postpone this amendment and only consider it in a total review of the Comp Plan with
much more community discussion and input. 

Change street designations only with supporting traffic counts. 
During US31 improvements is definitely not a time when you can take traffic counts so we should rely on
the latest counts prior to construction. After construction is complete, would be a more appropriate time to
again take traffic counts. Much of Westfield changes are based on "dreams" but no real facts or numbers.
Our population is not growing exponentially. We are not even at the growth levels we thought were
happening in the early 2000's before the economic slow-down. It is very costly and problematic to build
ahead of growth, example is Monon Elementary School which has financial repercussions on the entire
school district. Again, this plan can be looked at as a land grab for the City paid for by the community.
Anyway you explain how to get the money, it all comes back to the taxpayers, residents and property
owners. 

Too many changes to the Thoroughfare Plan - 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011 all during an economic slowdown -
and again we are changing things that were changed in those amendments. 
Where is the long-range plan that the community can plan for and depend upon? Westfield changes things
over and over and spends money changing things over and over. The need to build trails now has cost us
more money to redesign and rebuild and seems to continue. 

The only sure thing about this amendment is that the Thoroughfare Plan will change again shortly. 

More public input needed than just a public hearing on this amendment: - Comp Plan study would provide
that input. 
There are significant changes being made to our Comprehensive Plan with the use of Thoroughfare Plan
Amendments without enough input from the public. Over 200 people were involved in the last Comp Plan
revision and clearly those people are not aware of all the changes being made by staff and approved by
Council. 

More study into the sources for Complete Streets, 
Did the Council go to the sources noted in the Complete Streets Policy; i.e.
http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/complete-streets? The changes described here do not seem to me
to be what the community envisioned for Westfield in our Comp Plan. These changes radically effect the
development of our community in a very different way than envisioned at the last Comp Plan meetings.
This plan has not been approved in half of our states and definitely not in Indiana. 

http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/complete-streets


Source: http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/complete-streets/changing-policy 
There is more concerning information on this website that doesn't seem to be in agreement with the
community's desires in our Comp Plan. 

1309-CPA-02 [PUBLIC HEARING]
Thoroughfare Plan Amendment 2013
The City of Westfield requests approval of an amendment to the
Westfield Thoroughfare Plan, a part of the Westfield-Washington
Township Comprehensive Plan.
Documents: Exhibit 1: Staff Report | Exhibit 2: Addendum and
Resolution | Exhibit 3: Existing Thoroughfare Plan Maps | Exhibit 4:
Complete Streets Policy

http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/complete-streets/changing-policy
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Good afternoon Plan Commissioners, 

  I just wanted to follow up again with you on the Thoroughfare Plan changes, 1309-CPA-02, on the 
Agenda for Monday night, 9-16-13. 

  I would again ask that you table this issue and appoint a committee, made up of Plan Commissioners 
and general citizens, to look into this further with several public meetings so that public concerns can be 
addressed. I would gladly sit on such a committee if you decided to appoint one. 

 One of the reasons I’d like to see a committee formed is that this will impact people’s property. The 
right-of-way can be as wide as 150 feet for a Primary Arterial. That can make a huge impact on 
someone’s home, front or back yard could essentially disappear due to the ROW. Please, put yourself in 
the shoes of those that live on the roadways this item impacts. Would you want to find out you no 
longer can plant trees in you front or back yard due to the ROW? At least give the residents an 
opportunity, through a committee, to understand and discuss the impact of these changes. 

  A second reason for believing a committee should be formed is that there are no traffic studies 
accompanying these proposed changes. The city did studies to set the Road Impact Fees, the State did 
studies to determine the impact of 31 becoming an interstate, none of which showed these changes as 
necessary. So, let the committee be formed so they can commission the traffic studies and then 
determine if additional ROW is needed. 

  In conclusion, I think this is too big of an Agenda item to just allow one, not very well publicized Public 
Hearing, to determine the impacts this will have on many residents of this community. 

 

Thanks you for your time 

 

Sincerely 

Ron Thomas 

 


