
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 29, 2012 
Contact: John Barrett 
317-804-1555 
jbarrett@westfield.in.gov 
  
  

WESTFIELD CANCELS FIREWORKS SHOW AND PROHIBITS PERSONAL 
FIREWORKS 

 
 
WESTFIELD, Ind.—Today, Mayor Andy Cook signed an emergency declaration prohibiting 
open burning and all fireworks in the City of Westfield.  This declaration is on the heels of 
Hamilton County's declaration earlier today.  With dry conditions, fireworks are a danger to 
public safety.  The fire department has already seen a 400 percent increase in outside fires 
this year.   
 
"We've had an dramatic increase in fires, no rain, and our water system is strained," said 
Mayor Andy Cook.  We have an obligation to keep the public safe and that's what we're 
doing." 
 
With the public's safety in mind, this declaration prohibits all fireworks including sparklers, 
bottle rockets, smoke grenades, etc.  Indiana State law provides for violations of disaster 
declarations to be punishable by a class B misdemeanor.  The declaration is in effect for 
seven days.    
 
In addition to the ban of personal fireworks, the City has also cancelled all public firework's 
displays.  While the Westfield Rocks the Fourth will continue, the fireworks show has been 
cancelled. 
 
The City is urging residents to visit the City’s Facebook page or website 
(www.westfield.in.gov) for any further updates.  
  

### 
 



DECLARATION BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WESTFIELD  
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY CAUSED BY DROUGHT AND  

PROHIBITING OPEN BURNING AND THE USE OF FIREWORKS 
 

 WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the State of Indiana has passed the Emergency 
Management and Disaster Law which is codified at Indiana Code 10-14-3-1 (“the Disaster 
Law”); and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the term “disaster” is defined to include drought under Indiana Code 10-14-
3-1(b)(12); and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Westfield is a political subdivision whose executive is the Mayor 
of the City pursuant to Indiana Code 10-14-3-7; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Indiana Code 10-14-3-7(a), authorizes the executive of a political 
subdivision to take actions to protect, prevent, or mitigate where possible, and to preserve the 
lives and property of the people of the State; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the prolonged lack of rain and excessive heat within the City of Westfield 
and Washington Township, has produced drought conditions within the City of Westfield, which 
have resulted in all plant life, buildings, structures, and other property within the Township being 
extremely susceptible to igniting from sources of heat which have been traditionally acceptable 
by the City, such as camp fires, open flames, and fireworks; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Indiana Code 10-14-3-8, establishes the only exceptions to the powers 
granted to a political subdivision during a declared disaster. 
 
 Therefore, I, J. Andrew Cook, as Mayor of the City of Westfield pursuant to the Disaster 
Law proclaim as follows: 
 

1. As of time of this Declaration, an emergency disaster exists within the City of 
Westfield because of the drought conditions which exist.   
            

2. In order, to the extent possible, to protect the lives and property of the people of the 
City of Westfield, I order that the following acts are prohibited within the City: 

 
a. No person shall cause, permit, or allow open burning on any property located 

within the City. 
 

b. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any fireworks as defined 
in Indiana Code 22-11-14. 

 
c. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged into the air or ground at 

any location within the City, any device or mechanism which has an open 
flame attached or included as any part of the device.   
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