
MEETING SUMMARY FOR JULY 29, 2014 
 

 

Disclaimer: I hope you will find these notes helpful.  They are not a complete representation of the meeting, but 
rather the highlights of topics discussed.  Feel free to contact Erin Verplank or Zachary Burton at Westfield City 
Services Center: communications@westfield.in.gov or (317) 804-3001 if you have any questions.  

MEETING SUMMARY 

July 29, 2014 

Meeting began at 7:00 p.m. 

I. Introductions 
 

II. Economic Development / Community Updates 

Matt Skelton gave an update on recent economic developments. Covered Plan Commission filings, 
noted that they have received more than last year at the end of the first half of this year. Exciting to see 
that happen, challenge will be to try to keep up with it all. Year-to-date our numbers are up 
dramatically. A larger number of petitions the department has received are commercial in nature. Can 
see a lot of innovative markets interested in Westfield due to our growth. Most of our successes come 
from private site selection firms.  

Hotels: As long as people stay in Hamilton County, we still get the hotel tax and we get the booking fee if 
we book the room (so that’s all the money there is to get anyway).  

Discussed Westfield’s placement in Primacy of Place contest with Ball State.  

III. Permitting Issues – tabled 
 

IV. Jason Rowley – INDOT 31 Project Update  

Fixing issues with land settling. Landscaping is getting finished. Landscaping is warrantied for a year, so a 
year from final planting of tree, will do a walk through with city and fix anything that needs to be fixed. 
Trying to work with schools to make transportation for students safer.  

After the full closure is completed, a separate contract will be drawn up to fix ramp onto Keystone.  

Question about signs on exit signs to tell people where shopping areas are: There will likely be more 
signage once it becomes more like an interstate. 
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V. Parking During Snow Emergencies 

Ken Alexander gave a presentation regarding snow removal policies during snow events. We are 
pursuing doing this on major thoroughfares but still a lot of discussion needs to happen.  

We would decide on a trigger, such as a snow emergency being declared. At that point, the ordinance 
regulating parking would then go into effect. HOA should meet with Ken or appropriate personnel to see 
how this procedure would be structured.  

Would also work with the police department on the enforcement of the ordinance.  

Also need to consider how we get the word out to residents. Nextdoor? Television? 

Also discussed safety during winter months of ponds, people going into a pond, etc. How can we 
improve this concern? 

VI. Stormwater 

Ken Alexander gave a presentation regarding stormwater fees, the importance of stormwater 
management and what government agencies manage what issues. Current stormwater utility collects 
$440,000 annually. Without increased revenue there is a $35K deficit.  

There are things residents can do to help with water. One simple way to help with stormwater issues is 
to help keep drainage covers clear during fall season.  

Question about silt in ponds in centennial. Joe Plankis has a list of contractors he can send out who do 
work on stormwater related issues. Centennial puts aside $70,000 for maintenance of their community.  

VII. Other items 

Jim Ake made an announcement that Peter Kageyama, author of For the Love of Cities, will be the 
speaker at the Chamber of Commerce breakfast at the Bridgewater Club on Monday August 18th. Doors 
open at 7:30 a.m. 

After polling the group it was decided that the next WeCAN meeting will be held on August 26th at the 
Grand Junction Brewing Co. (110 S Union St) at 6:30 p.m. (please note the time change).  

 

Meeting concluded at 8:30 p.m. 

 


