
WESTFIELD-WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP APPLICATION FORM

WESTFIELD ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT | 2728 EAST 171ST STREET, WESTFIELD, INDIANA 46074

DOCKET #:      FILING DATE:     
  FILING FEE:  $   FEE PLUS $   PER ADDITIONAL VARIANCE (@  ) = $  

PRE-FILING CONFERENCE

PRE-FILING CONFERENCE WITH:       (STAFF NAME)    DATE:      

PRIOR OR RELATED DOCKET NUMBERS

CHANGE OF ZONING:      AMENDMENTS:       DEVELOPMENT PLAN:    

PRIMARY PLAT:       SECONDARY PLAT:      VARIANCE(S):     

APPLICANT INFORMATION

APPLICANT’S NAME:           TELEPHONE:     

 ADDRESS:           EMAIL:      

PROPERTY OWNER’S NAME:          TELEPHONE:     

 ADDRESS:           EMAIL:      

REPRESENTATIVE’S NAME:          TELEPHONE:     

 COMPANY:          EMAIL:      

 ADDRESS:              

PROPERTY AND PROJECT INFORMATION

ADDRESS OR PROPERTY LOCATION:            

COUNTY PARCEL ID #(S):              

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT(S):        EXISTING LAND USE(S):      

VARIANCE REQUEST  

 VARIANCE OF LAND USE   CODE CITATION:         

 VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARD(S) CODE CITATION:         

FINDINGS OF FACT:       (PLEASE SEE ATTACHED) 

STATEMENT OF INTENT (EXPLANATION OF REQUEST - ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY):       

VARIANCE APPLICATION

OFFICE 
USE ONLY

Jesse Pohlman/Andrew Murray 1/29/2015

1306-DP-09

1304-VU-01

Edward T. Tomich 317-710-4679

14855 Victory Ct., Carmel, IN 46032 bauertomich@aol.com

Edward T. Tomich and Faith Bauer-Tomich 317-710-4679

14855 Victory Ct., Carmel, IN 46032 bauertomich@aol.com

Christian C. Badger, P.E. 765-485-0000

Badger Engineering, LLC chris@badgerengr.com

990 W. Oak Street, Zionsville, IN 46077

17777 Commerce Drive, Westfield, Indiana 46074

09-05-35-00-00-017.002

Enclosed Industrial (EI) Indoor Shooting Range

We are requesting a Modification to the existing Variance of Use 1304-VU-01 due to an unclear sound limit for the
shooting range. The owner would like to set the allowable limit in decibels for the shooting range at 80 decibels. The
City of Westfield's current Noise Ordinances shows a value of 90 decibels as a violation as measured six feet from the
said property line. Currently the noise level depends upon the type of firearm being shot at the range. The smaller
caliber hand guns are currently measuring 62 decibels on a hand held sound meter. Larger caliber rifles and shotguns
are measuring 68 decibels. Other common sound levels in decibels are: 30 dB (whisper in a Library); 40 dB (quiet park);
50 dB (quiet office); 60 dB (normal conversation @ 3'); 70 dB (busy traffic); 80 dB (busy downtown street); 90 dB (factory
machinery); 100 dB (subway train or blow dryer); 110 dB (rock concert or crying baby); 120 dB (threshold of pain or
thunder); 130 dB (jet engine @ 100') and 180 dB (the space shuttle lift off @ 1000')
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WESTFIELD-WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP APPLICATION FORM

WESTFIELD ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT | 2728 EAST 171ST STREET, WESTFIELD, INDIANA 46074

FINDINGS OF FACT (VARIANCE OF USE)

APPLICANT:        DOCKET #:     

   

              
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                

     
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                

            
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                

      
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                

Tim's Shooting Range of Westfield

The existing building, its use and its location have already been approved. The proposed Modification of the Variance of Use is to
set an acceptable sound level, which would be acceptable within the Enclosed Industrial Zoning District. The types of uses within
the EI districts are auto parts sales, auto repair garages, commissary and food catering services, newspaper publishing,
secondary food processing and packaging, stamping and fabricating metal shops; these uses would have a similar 80 decibel
level leaving their facility. Should the noise still be deemed a nuisance; there is a remedy within the subdivision covenants of
which this building and property are a part.

The acceptance of the Modification will not affect the use nor value of the adjacent properties, because it will allow
for a subjective term like "noise" to have a decibel level which can be checked using a hand held sound meter. The
80 decibels would be measured at the property line. The sound level of 80 decibels is appropriate for this type of
district. It is approximately equal to a truck driving in and out of the subdivision. Trucks range from 73 to 78 decibels
at ten feet away from the truck.

The modification of the variance of use is required so that the term sound or noise can be clearly defined and
measured for the shooting range. A measurable decibel limit will give the business owners a clear limit that the
shooting range will be able to maintain. The original Project Narrative had a sentence which read: “This will prevent
any stray bullets as well as sound from leaving the building.” The first portion of that sentence is correct in that
baffles will prevent any stray bullets from leaving the building. Unfortunately, the second part of that sentence is
incorrect. It is impossible to prevent all sounds from leaving the building. This modification will allow the shooting
range to have measurable and acceptable levels of sound leaving the building.

A strict interpretation of the project narrative will not allow any sound to leave the building which is impossible. That
was not the expected interpretation of narrative. Additional sound deadening devices have been installed over the
last month and a half to reduce the decibel levels of sound by nearly 12-15 decibels. A dense mastic has been
added to the exterior range door and sound reducing panels have been installed on an exterior wall. If a strict
interpretation is held in this case the business will have to shut down due to the inability of the shooting range to have
a zero noise level.

The variance of use was previously approved in 2013 as 1304-VU-01 and was considered to be in line with the
Comprehensive Land Use Plan. This modification of the variance will allow for a measurable decibel level at the
property line for sound created by the shooting range. This level of sound is consistent with an enclosed industrial
district and it's uses. The modification of the variance will not do anything harmful or disruptive, but will instead give
a measurable sound level of 80 decibels which will not be exceeded by the shooting range.



LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 

Part of the East Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 35, Township 19 North, Range 3 Last, 
Washington Township, Hamilton County, Indiana, more particularly described as follows: 

 

Commencing at the Southwest corner of the East Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 35, Township 
19 North, Range 3 East, Washington Township, Hamilton County, Indiana; thence North 00 degrees 47 
minutes 42 seconds East (assumed bearing) on the West line of the East Half of said Southeast Quarter 
1346.99 feet; thence South 89 degrees 12 minutes 18 seconds East 483.00; thence South 00 degrees 47 
minutes 42 seconds West parallel with the West line of said East Half 95.34 feet to the point of 
beginning for the tract herein described; thence South 00 degrees 47 minutes 42 seconds West parallel 
with the West line of said East Half 139.74 feet; thence South 89 degrees 12 minutes 18 seconds East 
422.62 feet to the center line of the Evan Kendall Legal Drain; thence North 09 degrees 14 minutes 45 
seconds East (this and the nest two (2) courses are provided for mathematical closure, the actual 
boundary follows the center line of said Evan Kendall Legal Drain) 23.29 feet; thence North 04 degrees 
46 minutes 48 seconds East 113.05 feet; thence North 04 degrees 25 minutes 06 seconds West 3.95 feet 
to the Intersection with a line that extends South 89 degrees 12 minutes 18 seconds West 433.54 feet 
the point of beginning, containing 1.38 acres, more or less. 

 



 

 Westfield-Washington Township Board of Zoning Appeals 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Westfield-Washington Township Board of Zoning Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at Westfield City Hall, 130 Penn 
Street, Westfield, Indiana to consider a Modification to the Variance of Use petition filed by Edward 
Tomich and Faith Bauer-Tomich, by Christian C. Badger, as Docket No. 1304-VU-01.  The requested 
modification pertains to the allowable level of sound produced from the existing range property generally 
located at 17777 Commerce Drive, Westfield, Indiana, 46074 and is parcel number 09-05-35-00-00-
017.002.  The requested variances of use will allow the following:  
 
The request is for a Modification to an existing Variance of Use from the Westfield-Washington 
Township Zoning Ordinance to set the maximum allowable decibel levels leaving the building to 
80 decibels as measured from the property line. 
 
The specific details regarding this proposal, including the application, file, and property legal description, 
and may be obtained from the Westfield Economic and Community Development Department, or by 
calling (317) 804-3170.  The hearing for this matter may be continued, from time to time, as deemed 
necessary by the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
 
Written suggestions or objections relative to the request may be filed with the Westfield Economic and 
Community Development Department, at or before such meeting.  Interested persons desiring to present 
their views upon the request, either in writing or verbally, are encouraged to attend.  
  
REPRESENTATIVE:      

 
Badger Engineering, LLC 
Christian C. Badger, P.E. 
990 W. Oaks Street 
Zionsville, IN 46077 
Telephone (Office): (765) 485-0000 
Email: chris@badgerengr.com 
 
 
CITY OF WESTFIELD: 
 
Economic and Community Development Department 
Jesse M. Pohlman, Senior Planner 
2728 East 171st Street 
Westfield, IN  46074 
Telephone (General):  (317) 804-3170 
Telephone (Direct): (317) 402-4380 
Email: jpohlman@westfield.in.gov 
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