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Executive Summary
Introduction
This addendum (the “Addendum”) to the Westfield‐Washington Township Comprehensive Plan (the
“Comprehensive Plan”) is designed to support and facilitate implementation of the recommendations of the
Westfield Sports Complex Commission (the “Sports Commission”). The Commission was appointed by Mayor J.
Andrew Cook for the purpose of exploring the viability of a regional/national intergenerational sports facility
within the City of Westfield. To the extent that the policies and recommendations set forth in this Addendum
conflicts with the recommendations of the Westfield‐Washington Township Comprehensive Plan, this
Addendum shall supersede the Comprehensive Plan.

Goals
The Sports Commission, in its report to the Mayor titled “Westfield Family Sports Complex, Phase 1
Report”, July 24, 2009 (the “Report”), identifies the following goals for the Westfield community
•

Provide intergenerational health, recreation and sporting opportunities within the City of
Westfield (the “City”) and provide facilities for state, regional and national tournaments;

•

Cooperate with the Hamilton County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau (“HCCVB”) to make
Westfield the “Family Sports Capital of America” – a regional and national destination for
sporting events and tournaments for all ages; and

•

Pursue economic development opportunities to capitalize on Westfield’s already‐developing
intergenerational sports niche. Examples include: (1) multiple championship quality sports
facilities; (2) complementary health, recreation and technology related land uses; (3)
supporting entertainment, dining and lodging land uses; and (4) other uses which would
support and compliment the Westfield intergenerational sports initiative.

Conclusions of Sports Commission
As the Sports Commission concludes in its Report, creation and development of a family sports
complex (the “Complex”) is a viable endeavor for the Westfield community. The Sports Commission
recommends that the City of Westfield and HCCVB move forward with planning efforts for such
facilities. The Sports Commission will be performing additional analyses as directed by the City to
further this effort as well.

Sports Commission Findings
•

The City has a responsibility to provide appropriate facilities for Westfield youth and family
sports. Currently, several youth sports are lacking adequate facilities, either because of growth
or because currently utilized facilities may not be available in the long term. The City should
consider collaborating with these youth programs to provide needed facilities.

•

There is a market demand for championship level facilities to host amateur tournaments and
championships and the Complex can serve as a family sports destination. These tournaments
and related revenue can help the City and Hamilton County to fund youth sports in the
community. If done in a fiscally responsible way, the City has an opportunity to turn what is
traditionally regarded as a fixed City cost (youth sports facilities) into a revenue‐generating
economic development initiative.

•

The City’s central geographic location (accessibility by visitors), availability of land and existing
athletics and sports focus complement the City’s intergenerational sports concept. This
concept aligns well with the economic development goals and objectives of the City.

•

The City could generate additional revenue to fund the Complex if it cooperates with
professional or semi‐professional sports teams. The City should evaluate whether any
additional costs required to host such professional teams would be offset by additional
revenues that would be generated from such an investment.

The Sports Capital of America Vision
The City wishes to provide for the development of a regional/national championship quality sports
facility within the Westfield community with and intergenerational focus. As a result, the City desires
to amend its comprehensive plan to include guidance, as included below, when considering possible
locations for the Complex and proposals for the development of Complex components.
•

The Complex should be designed to at least support Westfield youth and family sports.

•

The Complex should be designed to accommodate at least the following: (1) field sports
(including, but not limited to, soccer, lacrosse and rugby); (2) baseball; and (3) and indoor
winter sports facility (including, but not limited to, basketball, volleyball and gymnastics).

•

The Complex likely may include facilities to support the hosting of championship level youth
and amateur sports tournaments. Championship tournament facilities for the sport segments
listed in the paragraph above are contemplated and encouraged, but not required.

•

Facilities to accommodate professional or semi‐professional sports teams are also
contemplated in the City’s long‐term vision for the Complex and such proposals would be
positively received if determined to be fiscally viable by the City.

•

It is contemplated that the Complex will ultimately consist of and include at least two hundred
(200) acres of land and that it would not likely exceed a land area more than five hundred (500)
acres in size initially.

•

The site should be located in a manner that provides direct access or close proximity to a
Primary Arterial as defined in the Westfield‐Washington Township Thoroughfare Plan.

•

In addition to the sports‐related uses within the Complex, it is anticipated that other related
and supporting land uses will be located within, adjacent to and nearby the Complex. Such land
uses will likely include hotels, restaurants, healthcare and sports medicine facilities,
professional offices, retail uses, higher density residential uses and other supporting
commercial uses. It is contemplated that such other uses will be proposed and approved either
in conjunction with the Complex or after development of the Complex has been initiated. The
total additional land area to be utilized for such purposes is expected to exceed the size of the
Complex and may likely include a land area many times the size of the Complex.

