Westfield City Council March 28,2022
The Westfield City Council held a meeting on March 28,2022 at Westfield City Hall.
Present were Mike Johns, Troy Patton, Cindy Spoljaric, Joe Edwards,Jake Gilbert, & Scott Willis.

Scott Frei was remote. Mayor Cook, Cindy Gossard, Anne Poindexter and Manny Herceg were
also in attendance.

Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

Rob Griepentrog from Onsite International Prayer gave the invocation afterwards announcing
Westfield Community Prayer breakfast on Wednesday April 20*^ 6:30 AM at IMMI conference
center. Jake Gilbert will be speaking.
Changes to Agenda
None

Approval of Minutes;

Cindy Spoljaric made the motion to approve the March 14,2022 minutes as presented.
Joe Edwards seconded. Vote: Yes-7; No-0. Motion carries.
Claims:

Scott Willis made a motion to approve the claims. Troy Patton seconded. Vote: Yes-7; No-0.
Motion carries.

Miscellaneous Business/Special Presentation

Proclamation: April as Autism Awareness Month
Mayor Cook presented the proclamation to Erica Walter, advocate for Autism Speaks, declaring
April 2, Autism day and April as Autism awareness month In Westfield.
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Old Business;

Ordinance 22-08: Grand Millennium PUD Amendment I

Council Introduction: February 14,2022
APC Public Hearing: March 7,2022
APC Recommendation: March 21,2022
Adoption Consideration: March 28,2022

Kevin Todd stated this would add approximately one acre to the existing PUD. Mike Johns
stated this area is currently used as parking for Park Street businesses, how long will we be able
to continue using this area and do we have other areas for parking. Johnathon Nail responded,
stating the former Hardy's parking will be utilized once development starts in the other area.
Mayor Cook stated that through an agreement, parking would be available east of Grand
Junction Plaza as well.

There was additional council discussion and Scott Willis stated he would be abstaining from the
vote due to his role on the library board.

Jake Gilbert made a motion to approve Ordinance 22-08 as presented.
Cindy Spoljaric seconded. Vote: Yes-6; No-0 1 Abstain (S. Willis) Motion carries.

Ordinance 22-09: Creating a Local Historic Preservation Commission
Council Introduction: February 14,2022
Public Hearing: March 28, 2022
Adoption Consideration: April 11,2022
Mark Dolase from Indiana Landmark Historic Preservation spoke giving the background of the
Indiana Historic Preservation. Mark explained the reasons, benefits and processes that are
required to have a Preservation Ordinance. If the Ordinance is passed, a historic preservation
commission would be established and the commission would identify what properties merit
protection. They would bring back subsequent Ordinances to the council to confirm the
property merits protection.
Public Hearing Open:7:40 PM
Ron Moore,Joe Plankis, & Harold Edwards,spoke in opposition of Ordinance 22-09 as written.

Maria Ailor (see attached comments), Elaine Hinshaw,8i Linda Naas spoke in favor of the
Ordinance.

Public Hearing Closed: 8:05 PM
There was council discussion
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New Business

Ordinance 22-14: Amending the American Rescue Plan Act of the City of Westfield.
Council Introduction: March 28,2022
Adoption Consideration: April 11,2022

Cindy Spoljaric stated that at the time of first approval, there was only interim guidance from
the Treasury. The committee set forth basic buckets for allocating funds. The final guidance
that was issued on January 6*^'' allows $10 million for the provision of government services in
extent of the reduction in revenue. The original guidance did not include this now available
bucket for governmental service. This amended plan takes this Into consideration and further
refines our buckets.

$500,000 to responding to the COVID public health emergency and its negative economic
impacts.

$209,914.29 premium pay already disbursed to those eligible workers
$510,737.00 audit costs and consultants to support effective management and oversight
including compliance with legal, regulatory, and other requirements.
$3,706,720.96 part will cover the $5 million-dollar pledge to the YMCA and 1.9 million to the
downtown stormwater project
This does not include the next allocation coming in May. The plan for that will be Introduced in
June and an additional appropriation will be requested.
The first report is due to the Treasury by the end of April.

Councilor Patton asked how long Barnes & Thornburg will be needed as attorneys.
Cindy Spoljaric stated that after the reporting and appropriate the second amount we should
be good.
Guests:

Ron Moore spoke on the size and growth of the city. He stated that there is not enough
governmentai representation to keep up with the growth, suggesting that going to a secondclass city might be the best solution.
Clerk Treasurer Comments:

Cindy stated that she was asked by council at the last meeting,to get an estimated cost of the

CT office having their own network. So far one estimate of what it would take to get started
was received and sent to council. She stated she has several estimates that she has requested
by not received, but hopes to have by the next council meeting.
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CItv Council Comments;

Troy Patton- stated the Finance Committee meeting on April

would be rescheduled to a

future date.

Cindy Spotjaric- APC and ARPA update

Mayor Comments:

Without any fucther business,the meeting adjourned at 8:49 PM

Clerk-Treasurer
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President

To Westfield City Council,

From the book, This Old Building by Robert Hall, a leading preservationist..."Many old
commercial buildings—even buildings still viable for restoration—have been torn down,often
to make space for parking lots. Old buildings that escaped demolition sit vacant or underused
or in a state of disrepair. In the name of progress, we have destroyed much of the historic
architecture that connects us with our past, but it's not too late to reverse the trend, in fact,
many historic commercial properties can be brought back to life and full use by developers who
recognize their cultural importance. When renovated,these buildings revive communities and
give people a connection with their cultural heritage." 1 wilt be emailing you further thoughts
on how the ordinance might be enhanced over the next two weeks. 1 encourage you to
approve the Preservation Ordinance, but have a bit more to say and 1 have some questions...
Condition 1 of the COA between the City of Westfield and the Historic Preservation Review
Board states in part two important points which shouldn't be overlooked,
1) "The City of Westfield, in partnership with Indiana Landmarks, shall educate each City
Council members on the benefits of a local preservation ordinance and the mechanics of
how a local preservation ordinance works."
2) "The City will discourage the demolition of structures located at 101,102,103 S. Union
Street and 111 E. Main Street prior to adoption of a local preservation ordinance."
While i know it's not necessarily your obligation at this time,for the record, 1 have some

questions I would like answered. 1 would like to know who specifically, on behalf of the City,
was charged with facilitating your education of the benefits of a local preservation ordinance
and how and when was that effort advanced? Was it via email, or stated in a meeting? Did you
meet and do you feel fully informed? Secondly, in what meaningful ways has the City

discouraged the demolition of the structures listed and who has been appointed the torchbarer of these efforts? Where might someone find any record of this discouragement and are
you aware of how or where this occurred?
Sincerely,
Maria Aiior

1602 E 203^*^ Street

Westfield, IN 46074

